the general hospitals, and is indeed at present performed by them, at least as successfully, and, for reasons too obvious to call for mention, at a very much smaller cost. In addition to being unnecessary, they are also regarded as being positively harmful, in that they reduce the extent of the special departments at the general hospitals, and deprive them of an immense number of patients whose diseases would otherwise form the subject of clinical instruction to the students of the medical schools attached thereto. That the above opinions are, as a rule, borne out by the facts I shall not attempt to deny, but there are exceptions, it is said, to every rule, and I think it likely that there are a few exceptions to this.
However that may be, it is no part of my business on this occasion to discuss the question; but I claim that, to the class of special hospitals of which my paper treats? namely, the lying-in hospitals?the objections do not apply.
It is an interesting fact that until the middle of the eighteenth century there were no medical charities in London of the class known as special hospitals. change in the administration had been made. I have no right to say that the improvement in the rate of mortality at the General has also resulted from the appointment of a resident medical officer; but I can say that the worst results in its history were in the years 1877, 1878, and 1879, that a resident medical officer was appointed in 1880, and that the mortality since has been less than ever it was before. It is impossible to conceive a testimony more creditable to the medical officers and to the nursing staff of these charities than this?that their efforts have succeeded in establishing these institutions in a position more worthy of public recognition and support than they ever occupied before.
Such efforts are worthy of the cause in which they are made, and surely abetter cause does not exist than the succour of indigent women at a time when they stand most in need of our warmest sympathies and of our kindliest offices.
Miss Wilson (honorary secretary to the Midwives' Institute) commenced the discussion by declaring that the chief difficulty experienced by women who desired to be trained as midwives arose from the high fees charged by the various lying-in hospitals for pupil nurses. The demand for midwives was never greater than at present, nor the standard higher; but the fees were altogether prohibitory. It was true that the fees at certain workhouse infirmaries, like those at Brownhills, Liverpool, where ?10 was charged for three months' training, and at Crumpsall, Manchester, where the fee was the same, were, therefore, reasonable, having regard to the fact that they were inclusive of board and lodging. Alluding to the remark of Miss Paget on registration, Mr. Burdett stated that it would be a bad day for nursing should it ever come to pass that there was only one register. Indeed, the registration of nurses was a two-edged weapon which might cut more ways than one. It was satisfactory to know that the managers of the nurses' training schools throughout the country were fully alive to this danger, and that there was a general feeling in favour of each school examining and registering its own nurses, which would give the maximum of protection to the nurses and the public. It would not be fair for the nurses of a leading school to be rendered liable to suffer discredit from the action of the least reputable, as they most certainly would do should registration ever take the form of an independent and separate organisation, distinct from the nurses' training schools. Let each hospital register its own nurses, and send them out to nurse the public, who would thus learn to appreciate the difference between sound training and the reverse. Charlotte's Hospital had been men of large capacity and great experience, and he did not know of an instance where a house-surgeon had been appointed unless he had had special experience in this branch of the profession.
